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HOPES are slim that today’s
‘meeting of the Cairns Group of -

free—tradmg nations can find a

generation. skzppmg by

some of the family wealth
will maker's grandchildren,
their chﬂdren'v ‘ ,

‘way to revive the stalled World
_Trade Organisation negotiations.

arm leaders from the 18-
member nat:ons, of which
Australia  is the ' chair; are
desperate for the group to find a
way to revive talks, in a way that

- will provide ambitious cuts in
agricultural tariffs and subsidies.

Chair of the Cairns Group

ith special needs and

trlbutlom to spendthr ftor

- Farm Teaders and ' Natienal
Farmers Federation president
~ David Crombie said the window
to conclude  the WTO
negotiations was still shghtly ajar,

but the Cairns meeting today was

- the Iast chance to kickstart the

_ talks.

e great td1sadvantage ,
cture 19 he‘,

“Cairns Group Ministers this

~ week have an obligation to the

_ farmers they represent to focus
their discussions on concrete
ways to re-energise the Doha
negotxa )’ Mr Crombie said.

~ But the chances of fi inding a
‘middie ground offer to bring the .

European Union and the United

dashed byt he refusal of KU Trade

Secretary Peter Mandelson to

.~ attend the meeting as a guest.

 This is despite US Trade
Representative Susan Schwab
and WTO director general Pascal

Lamy both giving the meeting a
_ broader 1mp0rta nce by accepting
thelrlnwtatmns ~

Mr Mandelson has also
ptively  rejected = one
ed solution to

by _the Cairns
,puttmg a middle

exports from  Cairns G
‘nations would increase by $U;
billion in 2016 if market harri
were  removed by a4’ W
agreement

- ABARE also estimated tl
‘sach an agreement would deli
global  benefits of an eyl
$US47b in agricaltural trade.

“The big winners would bet
developing = countries in t
group, whose rural poor would
last have a chance to get aheac
My Vaile said.

Mr Vaile said the EU andl
had to realise that the rest of |
world ‘would not sign up to
WTO deal that did not freeu
agriculture.

Prime Minister John Howzm
who addressed ' the  meetin
yesterday, said ‘that  wh
breakthrough may not happa
this ‘'week, persistence  woul
eventually pay off. But Labor|
trade spokesman, Kevin Rudl

~ has panned the Coalition an

Vaile’s performance for faili

John Dawkins; who convened the

- ol - first meeting of the Cairns Gro
States back to the table havebeen -

“The Doha Round has reached
its current  impasse’ becau

“Australia has not produced 2
effective formal policy positio

its own im order to break

‘ 1mpasse,” Mr Rudd saxd Ia

week.

“Mr Howard and My Vai
should « secure at ‘least
minimalist agreement from th
Cairns meeting for 1 furthe
formal meeting of an expande
G6 . meeting in. Decembe

immediately  following  th

conclusion of

- Congressxona!
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